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MY LITTLE LABORER.

A tiny man, with flogers soft and tender,
As any Indy's nir;
Hwoel eyes of Dlue, a forin both frail and slender,
And ewrls of sunny hair ;
A howeehold toy, a fragilo thing of beanly -
Yet with each ristng sun
Heelus his ronnd of toll —a #olemn duly
That must e doily done,

To-day s building castle, house amd lower,
With wondrous art and ekill ;

Or labors with his bamwmer by the hour,
With stromz, determined will,

Anon, with Hite loaded eart ho's plying
A brisk sl driving trade ;

Apnin, with thoughtful, earncel brow is tryiug
Some book™ dark lore Lo rend.

Now, laden like somo little beasl of burden,
He drage biweself along;

And now his lordly lttle volee is heard in-
Noisterous shout and soug §

Another hour i6 spent in busy foiling,
With hoop, and top, sud ball,

And with o patience that is never-fuiling,
He tries and conguers all

Bul gleep at lant o'ertakes my little rover,
And on Lis wother's breast,

Toye thrown aside, the daz's bard labor over,
He vinks to quiet rost 3

Aud as I fold him to my bosom, sleeping,
I think "mid gathering tears,

OF what the fMiture mav in gtore be keeping,
Aw work for munuhood’s years,

E

Must he with toil his daily bread be earning
o the world's busy mart

Life's bitter learon every doy bo learning,
With paticut, sirupgling heart 7

Or sball iy Hittle architect be bullding
Some monument of fame

Ou which, 1u letters bright with glory's gildicvg,
The world wny rend hid namoe ?

T'erhaps Bome humble, lowly ocennation,
It shinred with eweel contept ;

Vertings a life o oftier, prowder atation,
Iy #eltish pleasure spent,

Pérebanee these little feot may eroes the porlal
OF tearning's oy G

T file-wark b to ses rtreths immosial,
Among the sons of juen

J;._Glerica.l I:'.-l;i;o-[lé.

‘“It's n very disagreeable duty,”
thought the Rev. Mr. Thornton, as he
entered Mrs. Mason’s parlor, **but as
I've been thoughtless enough to make
the promise, there's no way of avoiding
it.”  Mr. Thornton was n young and
rather hnndsome gentleman, whose
thorongh earnestuess and sincerity,
joined to a fair share of mestal nbility
and n very large amount of kind-hearé-
edne s, had made him extremely popu.
lar with the people of the country town
in which he was loeated, and with no
one more 8o than with the lady whose
house he had just entered. 8he con-
sidered him almost perfeet, and wounld
have been deeply insulted if the had
heard finyone rashly ealling in question
the ruundness of his judgment on any
subject. On the present oceasion he
had come to falfill a promise to her
_that he wonld eall and bave un inter-
"vigw with her niece, Miss Hattie; Hal-
““1owell, who wns spending a few weeks
at her house,

Miss Hallowell was one of the reign-
ing billes of a neighboring city, and
her maoner toward gentlemen, thongh
not actually unlady-like, was far too
frez nand unconstrained to suit her
annt's old-fashioned and rather narrow-.
minded ideas of propriety, and the lat-
ter hod begged hor minister to kive the
young lady some wholesome aavice on
the subject. After promising to com-
ply, Mr. Thornton had become more
and more conseious that he had placed
himself in o very awkward position, and
that tho only resuls likcly to cosue
from this undertaking to advise Miss
Hallowell war a great deal of displeas-
ure on her part. ~ Andthough unwilling
to give way to what he feared might be
n mere want of moral courage, he was
u good deal embarrassed when the time
came for the duty to be performed.

His embarrassment was by no monns
Lisgened when RMiss Hallows!l came
into the room, looking really lovely in
her handsome, dark-blue morning-dioss,
which enhanecd, by contrst, the
brightness of her blonde eomplexion
and baautifel light hair, Tha truth
wan, the had 1aade up her mind some
days before that tho minister was * the
only eivilized man in the whole stupid
little town,"” aud had taken some puing
that morning to appear at her best be-
fore him.

Hhe greeled him very cordially, and,
A& ho noticed how frank and pleasant
her manner really waus, ho was troubled
by n still greator nneasiness about lec-
turing her on that point,. But nfter
some preliminary conversation—during
which ehe noticed that he was very
nervous and ill at ease—he made a de-
termined effort to get through with his
disnvicenble tnsk,

** Miss Hallowell,” he spid, I am
sure you know what a high regard 1
feel for you, nnd how very much inter-
ested T hnve becomo in you sinee you
have been here,”

“¥'m very glad, indeed, that yon like
me 8o much, Mr. Thornton," she un-
ewered, with a charming smile,

He found it impossible to BAy any-
thing more at firsr, und there was s
awkward pause, Lhen, under a sepse
that something must be said, nud not
koowing exactly what it was to be, he
wtm; n:l ‘T.I]l n a&ruin that was rnther
vtronger than the
warra%ned. : jifgetaiiol the jcase

Y“Ifeel as if I were more t
friend to you,” he eaid, --1,1(1223 %
haven't seen anybody for a long timo
who exnited my intérest as you have
done,” i

Here there was another panse, du rin
which bae became  more lembl’wm‘sseﬁ
than ever, whilp his companion began
to enterlnin n certain iden about his
monrfmg. \ L

“I want to ask you something,”
said finally, in a hesitating way, S l!::
afraid you'll think it very strange in me
to say such a thing ‘o gou when I've
only known you 'n few weels ; but I
think yon will—JI mean, I hopp—"

Here he ceme to a dend stop and 'was
entirely at a loss Low to go on,

B}lt before he eould pus an end to his
husitation the lady herself anddonly
brought matters to a climax in n way
thnt put a vory different aspeet on the
affair,

“Mr, Thornton,” she said, with a

.eame  wealthy.

manner in which kind feeling wss com-
bined with decisive firmness, ““ T think
I know what you want to say to me,
and I'm sure it will be belter to stop
you before you say it. I believe you
were going to ask me io marry yon, I
can always esteem and honor yon very
much ; but it would be imposcible for
me to be more than your friend, even if
T wished to, for I'll tell you frankly
that I'm engaged to some one else,”

If Miss Hallowell bad suddenly spo-
ken to him in pure Sanscript or the
choicest Iroquois, Mr. Thornton could
not have been more astounded. He sat
for 1 few moments in silent amanzement.
Bat the utter ridiculousness of the
thing’scon came to him in its full foree,
aud, without any premonitory symp-
toms, he fell into n violent paroxysm of
laughter. His efforts to control him-
sell were quite useless. and one or two
faint attempts which he made to speak
weore instantly smothered in a fresh
outburst.

Miss Hallowell’s astonishment was, nt
first, as great as his had becn, She,
loo, eoon recovered from that feeling ;
but, instead of being suceeeded by
mirth, it was followed, in her case, by
n pnesionate fit of snger. With a look
of ineffuble scorn ehe got up, walked
out of the parlor, and went straight to
her own room.  Mr, Thornton left the
house feeling unable to make any ex
planation at that time, In the mean-
1ime Miss Hallowell indulged in numer-
ons ruther wild plans for being revenged
npon the man who, she thonght, had
treated her so shanefully in reinrn for
her consideration and kindness. DBut
at last she found relief in a flood of
tears, rnd soon afterward was half-in-
clined to laugh at the whele affuir her-
self.

8he returned to the city a few days
after this little episode ; and one morn-
ing, when shae had been at home nearly
n week, she received the following note:

Encunasxeus, Jan, 2, 1873,

My DeEar Miss HavnLoweLL —I bardly know
liow to apologize for what must have seemed
to you the most outrageons rudencss. But as
the exnct trath of tho mnatter is all that can
afford nuy excuse for mo, I will give it at once,
I called that moring at Mrs. Masou's request,
having promised her to give you some advice
about your manner to zantlemenr; nud feeling,
after the promise was made, that you could
hardly fail to consider sneh aclion very offi-
cious and unwarrantable, 1 ‘wius awkward and
embarrassed, and conducted myrelf in & way
whietr led to 1the very natural mistake you
made. T beg you to bolieve that I am heartily
sorry for having acted eo foslishly throughout,
and hope you will not refuso tonumber among
vonr-friends your sincers well-wisher,

2 ) - _ALAN TooRNTON,

.Miss Hallowells reply was an invita-
tion to her wedding,—Hearth and
Home, | )

How B_o.me Men Have Risen

Tweed began as a brush maker, at
journeyman's wages, ITad heremained
at his trade and continued honest, his
ndtive talent would have insured wealth
—but he arose to a dizzy height, and
then snddenly feli. ** Hank Smith,”
who died in his cfficial career of police
commissioner, began as a driver on the
Erie canal, and reached abt one time n
membership in the ring whieh gave him
(a8 it was estiriated) a million. Of this
but little is left, and his widow is living
in o distant village. The late police
superintendent, Jourdan, began as n
newspaper folder in the service of the
Tribune. He was in the office of su-
perintendent for threo years, and Jeft
an estate worth, as it is said, $200,0600.
The salary of this office is 7,500, but
ihe fucility of receiving bribes eoables
the incumbent to get rich rapidly. It
has been mnid that Jourdan Lum\r thoe
eceret of the Nathan horror, and that
an ehormons fee secured a pledge of
mmmuuity in favor of the guilty parties,

Another man who has risen irom
poverty to wealth is Brown, the noted
sexton of Grace chureh.,  He began
life ns a enrponter, but being of a porlly
turn he found the trade laborious, snd
obtained an appointment as inspector
of carringes, Next ho was made soxton
of Grace church, and for twenty years
bie has had all the patronage of that
rich society. Ho is extensively em-
ployed to mannge social reunions nnd
receptions, in which braneh he is an
ndept. He has the run of all the fash
ionnble young men, and many n $5
note ia handed him to refresh his mem-
ory when invitations are to be ciren-
Inted. Bueh n man may aseist n friend
to an enirance into o certain elnss of
soeiety, il not into the best, In this
manner Brown, thongh ocenpying a
second-rate position, is in faet nn nutn-
erat umong many of the fashionable
world, atleast in that which is next to
the creme de la creme, Instend of
shosving the plane ot $15 o week, he now
hag w country seat, and is estimated at
a quarter millicu,

Oliver Chaciick, who is now president
of the Long Island railroad, and is
considered a millionaire, began husi-
ness as the keeper of a grocery on the
wharf, where the profits of the orgies

‘of anilors and loogslioremen gave him

both money and politienl influence.
Oharlick was at one time g leader in the
city government, and this wns n 1ich
source of plunder, Of course ho be-
There reaults, and
others which could be referred to,

‘thow what enrions changes oconr amirl

the social revolutions of a great oi by.

—And he gave it for his opinion that
whoever could make two enrs of corn
or two blades of grass to grow upon a
spot of ground where only ome grow
before, would deserve better of man-
kind, and do more essential eervice to
his country than the whole race of poli-
ticians put together. —Swife,

—Mrs. Bwisshelm lays down s
brond prineiple regarding the male
-]mrl.iun of the hnmnn reco:  ““ Only in

14 eoflin is it safe for o woman to kiss
any one man in a thousand,”

Little Btories from the Scandinavian.
Fravelated by 1, Hanson.
THE UNGRATEFUL CHILDREN,

It is justly snid that God, parents and
teachers ean never be repaid for the
kindness they have bestowed on any
one.. But alns! in this world it goes
too often neccording to the well-known
problem, that a father can easier sup-
port six children than six children one
father. Here we bave such a uarration
about a father who, while living, gnve
all that he owned to his childrzn and
expected them to support him after-
wards in his old nge.  But when he had
lived a while with his eldest son he bo-
came fired of him, and said : ** Father,
last night my wife gave birth to n sou,
aud where your nrm chair stood the
cradlo must now stand.  Will you not
move over to my brother's? He has
got more room than I have.”

Alter o wuile, the second sou nlgo be-
came tired of him, and said : “Father
you always liked n warm room, und I
have the headache from it ; would yon
not like to go to my brother, who is a
baker, hie enn stand it betteor,”

'The father went, and after he bad
stayed somo time, the third son said:
‘*In oy honse we are always running
in nnd ouf, so yon ean never get your
afternoon sleep ; wonid yon not rather
go to sister Elma, who lives outside the
city gnte? You will be more quict with
her.” The old man looked at the elock
and said : * Very well, 1 will go and try
and live with my daughters,”” Wom n
have generally n tenderer heart than
men.  But, aiter he had stayed n while,
the daughter heenme nuxious to get rid

of him also, nud pretended to be very

much frightened whenever her father
had to pass down the high stairway,
either when going to charch or any-
where else, and snid : ** At sister Ma-
ria's yon need not go down any steps,
as she lives on the first ivor.” The old
man admitted thet she was right, in
order that everything should go on
quietly and peacefully, and went fo his
second dnughter’s. When he had stayed
a couple of days, he beeame n burden
to her also, and she gave him to nnder-
stand, through a third person, that her
house, being too nesr the water, was to
dnmp for a man =xho suffered with
rhenmatism ; but her sister who was
married to the sexton of St, John's
graveyurd had a dryer and heajthicr
Liouse.

S0 he went to the honse of his young
est daughter, Laurina. He had ataiyv.d
a varg.sbort timae whon horaer-eailoza
him : “ Mother told Aunt Hilda, yes-
terday, that for yon there were no bet-
ter auarters than such os father was
digging in the graveyard.” When the
ngea parent heard these ernel words,
his heart broke, and he fell back into
his arm-chair apd died. St Johun's
graveyard received bLim, and showed
more merey towards him than his six
children had shown; there he ean sleep
undisiurbed,.

THFE NOBLE-HEARTED SONS.

There lived onee in Stockholm an old
man of nenrly a hundved winters. He
was i tnilor by prefession and had
twelve sons, who ull had served under
Charles XTI. Onece they got n few
Anys’ leave of absoree from their regi-
ments to go and see their old father,
whom they fonnd on their nrrival with-
out bread and nearly starving, ¢ Ia-
ther hns no bread,” said one of them,
““yet he has given to Swedin twelve
warriors ! Oar denr father mmnst be
helped ; but how?"  “Cuan't we find
gomebody who would he willing to lead
us n little money ' asked the youngest,
who had a good deal of faith in God
and good-hearted people.  “‘Try to
borrow money, when wa have nothing
to give in mecurity ! What good will
that do?"” asked anether. ** Have we
nothing at nll?” nsked the youngest ;
*“ my brothers, I will show you that wo
have. Our father is n tailor, and has
enrried on his trade a great mioy yenrs,
nnd i now about to die of starvation.
T'his is sufficient proof of his hovesty,
We, his sons, have served for many
years in the ranks of the Swedish army,
and no one ean yet show g stain upon
our honor. Tet us give this, onr honor,
a8 geenrity ; T think we might borrow a
little money on snch  pledge,”

This iden won their generni approval.
The twelve brothers wrote and signed
the following letier: "“We, twelve
Bwedes, sons of o twlor who 18 tearly
one hundred years of age, deprived of
the necessary menns of sapport, pray
the directorn of the nationnl bauk for
the sum of two Lundred dollars, to he
used for the snpport of our old and
helpless father, Wo pledge our honor
a8 security, nod promise to pay the
above named sum te the bank within
cne year, This letler wns handed to
the divectors, The sum nsked for wns
given to them, pud the lotter torn to
picces; fnrtherwore, the directors prom-
ised to tnke eare of their old father ns
long as he lived. Searcely had this
happened hefore it wos made known
through the entire city, and rich and
poor paid visits to the old whit>-headed
man, and none went empty handed.
The tailor was thus placed in goad cir-
cumstances, and after his denthh left a
small capital for ench of his sons, a
reward for their filinl love,

THE LITTLE FLOWER,

One day, two young girls went to
town. They wera both daughters of a
gardener. Each of them carried a bas-
ket full of fruit or flowers. As they
went along, one of them became dissat-
isficd at the weight of her basket; the
other went easily, singing ull the time,

** I cannot underatand why you sing,”
gnid the flrat to her sister’; ‘‘ you nre
not any stronger than I am, and your
bagket is jnst aas hewvy as wine.”

‘! The ‘reason is, ” said the other,
smiling, *‘that [ have put o little
flower in my basket, which keeps me

dvige,”’

“That must be n very costly flower,”
:nid Lier sister, ** but T should like to
aown it very much; please toll mo ils
name.”

“The little flower,” said the other,
Mavhich makes the heavieal burden
ongy, ia ealled—DPatienee,”

How to Keep the Children Pure
** Will yon not use your influence in
trying to deter inrge boys from eontami-
nating the minds of small bLoys?
Things which should be told in n whole-
#ome manner nand g solemn truths are
distorted into vile shapes, and perma-
nentk injury is done to childron’s minds,
‘Would it not be better for the body to
bz poisoned than the mind, that parents
might seo the harm done, and thereby
be « nabled to use enres and antidotes™?
But I nm eorry to say that I think the
trouble lies deeper than with the big
boys, I have been looking nround, and
am quite sure that it does. A jury
might aequit them with the verdicet,
mere sinned against than sinning., 1t
is the men that I nm coming ut, for just
sv long ns they mecot in groceries, on
#ireet corners, and in shops, telling
siories unfit for the ears of their moth-
ers, sisters, wives and daughters, just
a0 long big boys will listen und thivk it
cunning to emulate the filthy example,
Ii it not a terrible thing to look into a
youug man's fnce and think of the im-
purities his mind must be loaded with
wnless he bas strength to east off
the noclean thing and Le a nobleman 2"
No gubject more vital in its bearivg
oy the morals of the young conld have
lnee in this column, says the New York
Tribune, in reply to tbe above letter.
There are parents who recognize among
the duties they owe their children that
of instructing them with respect to *he
origin of life, This is left shronded in
impenetrable mystery, and all muanner
of lies nre told in reply to the questions
which ot a very early uge chilaren will
as, The mother leaves this mutter for
bar daughter to be told about by any
cliance schoolmate, who, with the few
gams of truth she may communicate,
igimore than likely to sow tares that
naver can be weeded out. The inno-
cent-hearted boy learns from his rough
ecppanions what his own father or
meither should have told him with per-
fenk simplicity and inge uousness, nnd
Ie -.;'ns o graatideal that they would never
@

h:77g bad him to koow, Trath is sacred,

tl.:“.\‘_h fa pure and never vorrppts any

e ,'.'f‘-."&.tzﬂ"eﬁ_-ﬂlﬂ.- admixtura. of falge-
fhobrt with it that contaminates, ~ lvery

fagl in buman physiology ean be so
cizipmunicated to a pure mind that its
delicucy shall not be in the lenst of-
fguded. The time to make these facts
known is wh n the desire to inquire
into them manifests itself, and the best
tepcher is the parent. As between hus-
bingd and wife, so between parent and
child there is no place for shame.
Whero virtne reigns cannct
come, X

A child thos taken into sacred inti-
magy with its parent will instinctively
revolt from whatever is vulgar and base
and obscene, At every period in the
d velopment of the young life the
parent should be before overybody clse
in preparng and fortifying his son or
daughter ngninst the dangers which lie
in his or her path. There is nothing
that so strongly binds a child to virtue
und honor and ehastity, ns perfect and
uuresatrained intimney between it and
the father and mother. We ara enraful
about the sewngo of our louses, nbout
ventiluting them, nond ses to it with
diligence that every nook and corner is
kept neat and aweet, Lot us enrry the
same thing into character nud open all
the doors and windows of the sonl by
total frankness and transparent sim-
plicity, That the pure air aud sunshine
of lieaven mny have nceess to them
and keep them pure,

One word more. If home is made so
attractive that boys and men prefer it
to the corner groceries, nn onnee of | re-
vention will be found better than many
pounds of cure.

A Prescription for the Cure of Drunk-
enness.

There ia n curions preseription in
En, land for the cure of drunkenness,
by which thousands are snid to have
been nssisted in recovering themselves,
The recipoe enmo into notorioty through
the efforts of John Vine Hall, father
of Rev. Newman Hall and Capt. Vine
Hall, commander of the Grent ISnstern
steamship, He had fallen irto such
habitunl drunkenness that his utmoest
effort to regnin himself proved un-
availing. At length he songht the ad-
vice of an eminent physician, who gave
him a presription, which he followed
fuithfully for se.srnl months, and at
the end of that time he had lost all de-
sire for liquors, although he had for
mnany years been led eaptive by a most
debasing appetite. The recipe, which
he afterwards pablished, and by which
8o many have been assisted to reform,
is ns follows: ‘‘Sulphate of iron, b
groans ; magnesin, 10 graina ; pepper-
mint water, 11 graing; spirit of nut-
meg, one drachm ; to be taken twice n
day.” Thia preparation nots ns a tonic
and stimulant, and partly supplies the
place of the nconstomed liguor, .nd
prevents that absolute physieal and
moral prostration that follows a sudden
breaking off from the use of stimm-
lating drinks,

— Soientists now tell us that the in-
roads of grasshoppers into the north-
weat, of late yenrs, is due rrainly to the
havos made among tho prairie hens,
whieh are slanghtered by tenr of thou-
sands every yoar to gratify the epioures
of this conntry and Iiurope. 'The
prairie chickens need to “ absorh” the
grasshoppern before the latter reached
the settlements, bot they ure no longer
equal to the emergency.

Iir(_;m feeling ils weipit, Do you like-

The Volcanoes of Iceland.

Iceland is situated at the termination
of the great voleanie line, skirting tho
extreme west of the Old World, which
has existed since the Cretaceous period
certainly, whilst the points of cruption
appear to have traveled northwnrds.
As all the rocks are igneons, or igneons
derivatives, no stratigraphieal arrange-
ment ean be made out, Basaltic lava
strenms nre common in the vicinity of
Reykjnvik, though no active voleano
oxists in this part of the island, which
is in the secondary stage of solfatnras
and hot springs, These solfatarns nre
mere pits of bluish white siliceous mud,
the resnit of decomposition of contig-
uous tufu. The prineipal gas cexhaled
is sulphurelted hydrogen.  Their posi-
tion changes, The hot springs are
working out their own destruction by
the accumulation of sinter ; the com-
position of this varies in springs within
a few yards of each other, Tho large
rifts in the old lava at Lhingvaln were
attributed to the flowing away of the
underenrrent of lavi into a yet decper
depression, thus loaving the unsup-
porled erust to sink down in the mi :dle.
All the lavas of Heckla ave busaltie, and
contuin crystals of felspar and olivine,
An ash and cinder forms the summit of
the mountain, There were four craters;
tho longest one is an elliptical depres-
sion 250 feet deep, ab the Lottom of
which lay snow, though some nshes and
clny were still quite hot. The district
of Mydals Joknll, containing the terri-
ble voleano Kotlujia, is remnrkable for
the confused intermixture of aqueons
and igneous,ejectamentn, producing ng-
glomerates and tufas. Sand and hot
water are the principnl produections of
Kotlujin itself, which Las not been
known to produce lava, thongh ancient
felsitic Invas were noted at its base.
These floods nee prodneed, in addition
to the melting of the Jokull, by the
bursting of largs cavities in which water
has acenmulated for years, Such a res-
ervoir was noted in o small neighboring
erater, nt the bottom of whiech was n
deep pool of turpid water, into which
eeveral small streams emptied them-
selves, but none ran out ngain, To
Vatnn Joknll the principal voleanie
forces of Iceland scem now to have re-
treated, This is a vast tract of snow
and jce which rests npon a neet of vol-
eanoce, many of which have been in
eroption duoriog historieal time. The
Vatna rises from a series of basaltic
platforms. The existence of perma.

‘nently.active voleanees in the unkaown

suterior B Lils s foundiderednot

improbable.

How Fish May Be Improved.

It is mow well known that the rich,
delicate flavor of the white-fish in mauny
weatern lnkes comes from 2 celery-fed
parasite on which it lives, This celery
is the marine plant that gives to the
canvas-biuek duck its glory nmong con-
noisseurs of the table, Iiere is u good
hint in the line of fish culture. Why
may not the common varicties be mado
table delicneies, for instance, by put-
ting them on a mild diet of Worcester-
shire sauc - before they are served? It
is the creosote and gas parasite, how-
ever—the dendiy refuse of oil and paper
mille—that should be first looked to.
Clams and oysters and even fish nro
thus being foully impregnated and
sometimes killed, The fieh of the
Geneses river were recently found so
tainted with kerosene from oil mills ns
to rondor them unfit for food, A simi-
lar condition in the river Iser, produnc-
ing an appeal from the fishermen of
Munich to the government, has called
out an eminent chemist, Prof. A, Wag-
ner, who shows by experiments, that in
water with one per cent, of gas refusoe,
fish die in eix minutes, with one-half
per cent, they die in thirty minutes,
while one-tenth per cent. killa the hard-
iest river fish in twenty-four honrs, A
partial guard against tlus, the profes-
sor suggests, is to allow a gradual dis-
charge of the refuse into tho stream,
instead of the wholesale dumping now
practiced,

An Ita.liaﬁ Sunset.

A correspondent of the Hartford
Times writes from Italy :  ** Linst night
we were driving slowly home, Tnden
with flowers, after o warm, golden nfter-
noon, when tho air about us became
anddenly gloritled, and looking back
wo saw the most wonderful sunset of
our lives. Driving to a commanding
point we gazed at the marvelons sceue,
the setting sun and dazzling western
clouds being only n part of it. The
hills around IYJjorence on overy side
were buthed in purple light, soft and
tender, and exquisite ns n dream, while
the sky above, after tho first blaze of
western glory, was nglow with rosy
light that flooded the heavens and
rolled in billows over the bhills and
even seemed to touch our cheeks
in its omnipresence. At home I
lhiave peen equally brilliant displays
in the west; they have seemed liko
s far-off wonder in which I had no
part—a panoramn to be admired at a
distance. Here the whole world seemed
tremulous with color, sky and earth
glowed together, and it was near us; we
were in it, The very nir we breathed
was rosy red, and over all thero was n
softness, n poelry of color, an ecstasy
of illumination perfectly indeseribable,
thiowing such a glamour over us that
when at last the light died out of every-
thing we awakened as from n tiance,
and, breaking the long rilence, ex-
olaimed : ‘So this is an Italian sunset !
Well, I shall always feel that I have
been in one !'"”

—Mr. Hallwell, the Shakspeorean
enthusinst, has obtained leave to rearch
the paueliug of the honse of Lndy
Barnard, the grand-daughter of the

Bard, for SBhakpeare’s missing papers,

FACTS AND FANCIES.

"Ts AL SR WANTS i —

A senal-skin sack and a camol’s hnir shawl,
Diamonus, rubies and ormine ;

A brown stono honsoe and marbloe hall,
And & bean Lo dance the German,

A front row box at the opora,
Whenever I wanted Lo go;
A neat conpo and landan, too,

And moals— & la Delmonico.

Then in summoer go to Newporl,
With deessns vich and many

And Lo seo iy name in the fashion report,
While pa hands ont the money.

—A Chieago man  thinks that tho
worst speller ought to get the dietion-
ury, nod  tho winner should have a
*wrenlh of sorrel, or some other garden
snsg, like them Greeks.”

—The produetion of raisins- from
Californin grapes is n growing business
mnd is sbroogly nrged as likely to be of
grent profit.  The white mnsent of
Alexundrin is nnmed as the bost raiein
grape.

—Amoug the numerous phuases of
crime daily developed, did you ever
hear of anything equal to the nct of the
Jersey City man arrested for forgery,
who suys he did it in order to be sent
to the state prison to cseape from hig
wife ! :

As an illustration of the limitless
vumber of combinations which tho
three primary colors are capablo of, 1t
may be interesting to know that in the
Gobelin tapestry manufactura 28,000
distinet shadings of yarn are employed,
cach ona distinguished by the vraeticed
ey,

"—A French soldier is to bo punished
with death for insulting an upstart ofli-
cer. 'T'his gives Vietor IIngo an oppor-
tnnity to thns compare the case with
that of Bnzaine : Having sold his flag,
having surrendered his army, having
betrayed his country-—life; having
strock his corporal—death 17

—Peroire got a little tired of roturn-
ing the hows of an nncomfortable polite
man in his esiablishment, and finally
gave the polite man this conundrum,
at point - blank range: ' Sir, what
would become of the hours if the min-
ute-hand stopped to bow to the second-
haud every time they met.” :

—The Parisinns devour 100,000,000
apples every winter. An emineni French
physieian fhinks that the decrease of
dsepepsin and bilious sffections in Paris

ii owing- (0 ¢ha increased consumr tion
of this frnit, whi¢k ha mnintains, is an
admirable prophyacu. -nd tonio, as
well as n very nourishing-and. easily-
digestnd article of fouod, i

—Mr. Valentine, the seulptor, has
nearly completed the life-size reenmbent
statue of the Inte Gen. Lee, and it will
be placed over the contemplated mau-
solenm at Lexiogton., Mr. Valentine
modeled a bust of the gereral from lifo
in 1870, and after the hero's death it
was determined that he should be se-
ectel ko execate the statue.

—*'* Wall, TInele Billy, don’t you want
any more civil righis ! “ Not anyting
mo', I tank you,” replied Billy, ‘¢ Near-
Iy done ruind now. Hev tv pay my
own doetor’s hill, lost all my money in
the Freedman's bauk, n bber gof no
forty s eres an’ de joule dey promised
me, an’ can’t help myself to o little
chicken, fryin' size, widoub gwine to do
penitentinry. I'se got nufl cibbil
rights "

JEAN Varapas—

A merry wight, fond of his eree,

While ho sings his songe and strokes his kneee,

And light as the air which swaye the leaves,
Is Jean Valjoan, the cobibler,

Through tho sommer's day ho sitd and vings

Or tho olden diuys and of ancient thing

Of tho dames of yore sid of hygons kings--
Sings Jean Valjonn, tho cobbler,

Tho birds are singing in every Lreo
Till tho air is filled with the molody
Of sony as Jight and gay snd freo

An Jonn Valjean's, the cobblor.
With (ho waning shadows the bivd in it
And Joan in his cot, each seok tho reusl
Which sweet sleep brings, with no caren’ op-

pro-sod,

Al! happy Jenn, the cobbler,

—The London Sporting Gazetie, refer-
ring to the statoment that the Empeoror
William has forbidden the exportation
of horses beyond the German frontier,
gnys: “Thia startling aunouncement
hernlds a revolution, the results of
which are likely to very seriously atffoel
the horee trade in Englaud, ns three-
fourths of tha earringe aud drnft horses
in Loudon at this moment have heen
imported from Gormany, DMoreover,
wa are dependent on Germany in n very
urge degree for our troop-horses, and
it is not clear whevee we shall obtain
the necessary supply now that we are
shut ont from Germany, especially as
both France and Spain ere also in wank
of troap-horses, the former requiring
10,000, and the Intter 5,000, '

—In Brington ehurch are two sapvl-
chral stones, one bearing the date of
1616 over the grave of the futher of
Washington, the emigrant, in which
his arms appear impaled with those of
his wife, The other stone covers the
remaivs of his uncle, and presents on a
haes the simple family shield with the
arescent  approprinte
brother. We have bofore na a tran-
seript of this shield, and from it we ate
constrained to believe that the United
States flag 28 Been now very cortainly
took its onigin, In this shield are five
horizontul stripes, of alternate gules
and white, a¢ are those of the national
flag, while the three stars in the uoper
stripe hava the parallell peonliarity of
heing five-pointed. All this may pot
he of interest to those who care very
littlo whether George Washington had a
prandfather or not, but then again there
may be others who will not think any
tho less of the father of the great repub-
lio beoause his ancestors fought ggainst
Cromwell and his Ironsides tc keep
Oharles’ head upon his shonlders,—.St,
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